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Common Data Set Definitions
All definitions related to the financial aid section appear at the end of the Definitions document.

Item s prec eded by an as ter is k (*) repr es ent def initions agr eed to am ong publis her s whic h do not appear on 
the CDS document but m ay be pres ent on individual publis her s ’ sur veys. 

* Academic advisement: Plan under which eac h student is as s igned to a fac ulty m em ber or a trained 
advis er, who, thr ough regular m eetings, helps the student plan and im plem ent im m ediate and long-ter m 
ac adem ic and voc ational goals.
Accelerated program: 
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* Career and placement services: A range of ser vic es, inc luding (of ten) the following: coor dination of vis its of 
em ployer s to cam pus; aptitude and voc ational tes ting; inter es t inventor ies, per s onal couns eling; help in 
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Differs by program (calendar system): A calendar sys tem clas s if ic ation that is us ed by ins titutions that have 
oc c upational/voc ational progr am s of var ying length. Thes e sc hools m ay enr oll students at spec if ic tim es 
depending on the progr am des ir ed. For exam ple, a school m ight of f er a two-m onth progr am in Januar y, 
March, May, September, and Novem ber; and a thr ee-m onth progr am in Januar y, April, and Oc tober.

Diploma: See Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma.
Distance learning: An option f or ear ning cour s e credit at of f-cam pus loc ations via cable televis ion, inter net, 
satellite clas s es, videotapes, cor r es pondenc e cour s es, or other m eans.
Doctor’s degree-research/scholarship:
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At Least 2 But Less Than 4 Academic Years:  Requir es com pletion of an organized progr am of study at the 
pos ts ec ondar y level (below the bac c alaur eate degr ee) in at leas t 2 but les s than 4 full-tim e equivalent 
ac adem ic year s, or des igned f or com pletion in at leas t 60 but les s than 120 credit hour s, or in at leas t 1,800 
but les s than 3,600 contac t hour s.
Private institution: An educ ational ins titution contr olled by a private individual(s) or by a nongover nm ental 
agenc y, usually suppor ted prim ar ily by other than public f unds, and oper ated by other than public ly elec ted or 
appointed of f ic ials.
Private for-profit institution: A private ins titution in whic h the individual(s) or agenc y in contr ol rec eives 
com pens ation, other than wages, rent, or other ex pens es f or the as s um ption of ris k.
Private nonprofit institution: A private ins titution in whic h the individual(s) or agenc y in contr ol rec eives no 
com pens ation, other than wages, rent, or other ex pens es f or the as s um ption of ris k. Thes e inc lude both 
independent nonpr of it sc hools and thos e af f iliated with a religious organization.
Proprietary institution: See Private for-profit institution.
Public institution: An educ ational ins titution whos e progr am s and ac tivities are oper ated by public ly elec ted 
or appointed sc hool of f ic ials, and whic h is suppor ted prim ar ily by public f unds.
Quarter calendar system: A calendar sys tem in whic h the ac adem ic year cons is ts of thr ee ses s ions called 
quar ter s of about 12 week s eac h. The range m ay be from 10 to 15 week s. Ther e m ay be an additional quar ter 
in the sum m er.
Race/ethnicity: Categor y us ed to des c r ibe groups to whic h individuals belong, identif y with, or belong in the 
eyes of the com m unity. The categor ies do not denote sc ientif ic def initions of anthr opologic al origins. A pers on 
m ay be counted in only one group.
Race/ethnicity unknown: Categor y us ed to clas s if y students or em ployees whos e rac e/ethnic ity is not k nown 
and whom ins titutions are unable to plac e in one of the spec if ied rac ial/ethnic categor ies.
Religious affiliation/commitment (as admission factor): Special consideration given in the adm is s ion 
proc es s f or af f iliation with a cer tain chur c h or faith/religion, com m itm ent to a religious voc ation, or obs er vanc e 
of cer tain religious tenets/lif es tyle. 
* Religious counseling: O ne-on-one or group couns eling with trained prof es s ionals f or students who want to 
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* Summer session: A sum m er ses s ion is shor ter than a regular sem es ter and not cons ider ed par t of the 
ac adem ic year. It is not the thir d ter m of an ins titution oper ating on a trim es ter sys tem or the four th ter m of an 
ins titution oper ating on a quar ter calendar sys tem. The ins titution m ay have 2 or m or e ses s ions oc c ur r ing in 
the sum m er m onths. Some schools, such as voc ational and beauty sc hools, have year-round clas s es with no 
separ ate sum m er ses s ion.
Talent/ability (as admission factor): 
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